
McCallum Choir Events 
 
Fall Concert 
 
October 3, 2019 • MAC Theatre • 7 p.m. (5:30 p.m. student call) 
 
This concert take place in the MAC theatre and includes performances by each of the five choirs 
and at least one piece with all choirs together. There will be at least one after school rehearsal 
before the performance. The concerts will last approximately one hour. 

Participation is mandatory for choir students. 
 
Cabaret 
 
November 14–16, 2019 • MAC Theatre • 7 p.m. and November 17, 2019 • 2 p.m. 
 
Cabaret is one of the biggest events of the school year for McCallum choir. There are 
performances from each choir, First Edition, all choir students, solos, and small group numbers. 
Students will have the opportunity to audition for solos and small group numbers after the fall 
concert. The theme this year will be Heroes and Villains of Broadway. 
 
Students also have the opportunity to fundraise through selling show tickets, sponsorships, and 
program ads to help support their fair share fees and future travel costs. (A portion of the 
money raised goes to support the cost of the shows.)  
 
Cabaret takes a great deal of preparation. Kids and parents come together 3 to 4 Saturdays 
prior to the show to help build sets and sew costumes. There will be after-school rehearsals in 
the month leading up to the show, and parents should expect a number of rehearsals in the 2 
weeks before the show. The show will run for four performances: Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights, and a Sunday afternoon matinee. A full dress rehearsal will be scheduled for 
the Wednesday before the performances. Parent volunteers will be needed to help back stage, 
to sell flowers, concessions, tickets, hand out programs, take tickets and more. The booster club 
will provide dinner for students for Cabaret dress rehearsal and school night performances. The 
show lasts for 2.5-3 hours, with a brief intermission. 
 
After the final performance, kids and parent volunteers will stay to strike the show. A 
celebration dinner will take place that evening at a local restaurant. 

Participation is mandatory for choir students. 
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Master Work Performance 
 
May 6, 2020 • AISD PAC • 7:00 p.m. (5:30 p.m. student call) 
 
At this concert, all McCallum Choirs and the McCallum Chamber Orchestra perform a major 
classical piece of music together at the AISD Performing Arts Center. Vivaldi’s Gloria will be the 
master work this year. This concert requires a great deal of preparation. Students will learn and 
practice the pieces in class, but will also be required to attend a number of after school 
rehearsals as we get closer to the performance. The concerts will last approximately 1.5 hours. 

Participation is mandatory for choir students. 
 
Choir Trip 
 
TBA 
 
The choir trip is a great opportunity for students to learn, perform, and experience the world as 
a group outside of school. A handful of parent chaperones are needed for the annual trip. The 
cost of the trip will vary from year to year based on location and activities. Students can use 
Cabaret fundraising to off-set the cost of the trip. 
 
Choir Banquet 
 
May 17, 2020 • AISD PAC • 6:00 PM 
 
The Choir Banquet is an end-of-year catered celebration where families come together to 
honor the students’ hard work throughout the year. There is an end-of-year slideshow, student 
performances, awards, and special recognition and personalized gifts for graduating seniors. 
Parent volunteers will be needed to plan, prepare, decorate, and clean-up after the banquet. 
 
Baccalaureate and Graduation Ceremony Performances 
 
May 28, 2020 for McCallum Graduation (date, time, and location for Baccalaureate TBD) 
 
Participation is mandatory for Chamber Choir (including rising Chamber) and Tenor Bass Choir 
students. 
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Competitions 
 
TMEA All-State Choir Auditions (All-State) 
 
Region Auditions: October 12, 2019 • Bowie HS 
Region Clinic and Concert: November 8-9, 2018 • AISD PAC 
Pre-Area Auditions: November 12, 2019 • Anderson HS 
Area Auditions: January 11, 2020 • Reagan HS, San Antonio 
TMEA Music Convention and All-State Choir Performances: February 13–15, 2020 
 
This is the most competitive choir competition of the year where students from across the state 
audition for a spot in the All-State Choirs. Most competing students begin working on the music 
during the summer prior to the start of the school year and attend one of the All-State Choir 
preparatory camps offered at universities throughout the state. Participating students are given 
a packet of 6 or more pieces to learn and should expect some of them to be in languages other 
than English. Three audition cuts will be announced upon arrival at each stage of the 
competition. The audition process is broken into three stages:  

 
The first stage, the regional competition, is similar to the Middle School regional competition 
and takes place annually at Bowie High School in south Austin on a Saturday. Students audition 
anonymously for a panel of five judges who score the performance. Students are then ranked 
and the top 16 in each vocal part make up the All-Region Choir and participate in an all-day 
choir clinic and performance approximately 6 weeks later. Competition hours are 
approximately 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., or whenever your student is finished. Mrs. Kashdan will share 
the results the evening of the competition. 
 
Stage two, the pre-area competition, takes place at Austin ISD’s Anderson High School on a 
school evening and includes a sight-reading component in addition to the performance 
component. The top three students in each vocal part receive All-Area Choir designation. 
Competition hours are approximately 5–10 p.m. Students can stay to hear results late that night 
or learn results from Mrs. Kashdan the following day. 
 
In stage three, the students that made All-Area move on to compete for a place in the All-State 
Choir at Reagan High School (North East ISD) on the north side of San Antonio. The competition 
begins very early Saturday morning, so parents and students will likely want to stay in the area 
overnight on Friday. The top three competitors in each vocal part from the combined regions 
receive a spot in the Texas All-State Mixed Choirs. Competitors in spots 4–6 receive a spot in 
the Treble or Tenor/Bass Choirs. Competition hours are approximately 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. Students 
remain to hear results that evening. 
 
Each stage of this competition is long and the rules are very strict. Your child will not be able to 
use any electronic devices while waiting for their audition time. Students should bring 
homework, books, drawing materials, games, and snacks to occupy their time. Most McCallum 
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students show their school pride by wearing their McCallum choir polos to the regional stage of 
the competition. 

Participation is voluntary, although highly recommended for Choral Studies majors. 

 
Regional UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest (Solo/Ensemble) 
 
February 22, 2020 • McCallum HS 
 
McCallum choir hosts this annual competition. We need many parent volunteers to sell 
concessions, monitor rooms, and run music and judging sheets. Prior to the competition, 
students register with their song selection. Mrs. Kashdan and Mr. Mabry will help students 
select their Solo and Ensemble music if they don’t have a voice teacher. Pieces are defined by 
difficulty level from 1–3 with level 1 being the most challenging. Students will prepare 
independently for this competition, but often have some class time to practice.  
 
At the competition, students will be assigned a time and location where they will perform in 
front of one judge. The judge fills out a scoring sheet with notes and often gives the student 
feedback in the judging room. Students may find out their scores after Mrs. Kashdan has 
recorded the results. Performances are scored from 1–5; 1= superior, 2=excellent, 3=average, 
4=below average, 5=poor.  
 
Students that receive a superior (1) rating on a level 1 piece move on to the State UIL 
Solo/Ensemble Contest held at UT May 30 – June 1. The process at the state competition is very 
similar to the regional competition. Judges at state competition are university instructors and 
typically give significant feedback to the students. 

Participation is mandatory for Choral Studies majors and voluntary for non-major students. 

 
UIL Concert and Sight-Reading Contest (UIL) 
 
Pre-UIL Concert: February 25, 2020 • MAC Theatre • 7 p.m. 
Contest: March 12–13, 2019 • Hays CISD PAC 
Please don’t travel over UIL! It backs up to spring break this year!   
 
Each choir participates as a group at this regional competition. The competition is divided into 
two parts: First, choirs perform three pieces on stage for a panel of three judges. Second, choirs 
are given a piece they have not previously seen, and are asked to sight-read the song for three 
judges after being given limited time to review the music and run through it one time. Choirs 
will receive a rating from each judge. Performances are scored from 1–5; 1= superior, 
2=excellent, 3=average, 4=below average, 5=poor. Scores of all 1s on both concert and sight-
reading receive a “sweepstakes” trophy. 

Participation is mandatory for choir students. 


