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POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
Through the course of a school year each band member must hold his or herself to the highest 
standards as a part of this organization; being a world class organization includes behaving and 
acting in an ethical and moral manner. 
 
Failure to follow policies while under the supervision of the director, staff or chaperones may 
result in dismissal from the entire program. This is includes, but is not limited to: drug/alcohol 
use, smoking, vaping, theft, vandalism, harassment (including online), lying and truancy from 
band events. Furthermore, school discipline which occurs outside of band may also result in 
dismissal from the band/color guard program. Your involvement here is a privilege, not a right.  
 
If any member is caught on a band trip in possession of alcohol or drugs there will be a 
one-year suspension for the ENTIRE band/color guard on all travel out of area, including Bands 
Of America regionals, WBA championships, and other overnight outings. 
 

 
 
GRADING 
Music is an academic subject; as such there are curricular expectations and skills that need to 
be demonstrated and assessed. Individual testing, attendance at all performances and practices 
as well as having all necessary materials are the components in factoring grades each quarter. 
Grading will be specifically outlined in each course syllabus. The syllabi will be discussed on the 
first day of school and posted online.  
 
One time only emergency-credit is available each quarter but will not raise the final quarter 
grade more than one-half letter. Grades are not rounded (i.e. if a student earns an 89.9% the 
grade is a B+). Please see a band director for acceptable forms of extra credit. 
 
 
A note on electronic devices: during class time and in rehearsal, phones should not used  
The school discipline policy will be followed for students who use cell phones during class time 
(after-school events are considered class time) 
 

 
 



ATTENDANCE 
Acceptable reasons for missing a band event: illness, death in the family, emergency. Every 
effort is made to keep a consistent schedule. Attendance is critical; missing a rehearsal cannot 
be made up. Thank you for your assistance in adhering to the given schedule. A parent must 
email the directors when communicating absences. A week notice is required for any absence 
that is not health/emergency related. Determination of what constitutes an excused absence is 
at the discretion of the directors.  
 
Your academic success in the classroom is the most important responsibility you have at 
school. That being said, each member has homework, projects and group work to complete. 
Missing band practice in order to study or catch up on homework is not an acceptable excuse. 
Everyone would enjoy an extra four hours for homework.  No one should be given special 
privilege. Manage your time wisely. For those students with after school employment: work is 
not an excused reason for missing any band event.  
 
An unexcused absence from a practice/sectional will result in lowering of a full letter 
grade at the end of the quarter in which the absence occurred.  
 
An unexcused absence from a performance will result in lowering of two full letter grades 
at the end of the quarter in which the absence occurred. An excused absence will result 
in the student receiving zero points for the missed performance. 
 

 
 
PARTICIPATING IN OTHER EXTRA-CURRICULARS 
It is part of the philosophy of this program that students are supported and encouraged to 
balance their band obligations with other activities in order to fully be a part of the Amador 
community. It is important that thought be given to your responsibilities in all of your activities.  
 
Please plan ahead working out known conflicts.  As a general rule, if there is a band practice 
scheduled opposite a sports/activity practice then time missed should be equal in both activities. 
If there is a band practice scheduled opposite a game/tournament then the game/tournament 
will be given priority. If there is a conflict with a band performance and a game/tournament, then 
the parents, coaches and student should discuss with Mr. Grantham immediately to resolve the 
issue. Typically, students will not be excused from band performances for conflicts with other 
extra-curricular activities. 
 
Academic probation is a serious matter for all students. When any student is placed on 
academic probation, a student’s participation in band as a co-curricular activity could be limited. 
The band adheres to the outlined district policy on academic probation. Members of the band 
are expected to balance schoolwork with band responsibilities. This is especially important for 
students who intend to participate in winter percussion and winter guard. This policy is outlined 
in the school handbook. 



 
 

 
 
 
MARCHING BAND UNIFORM GUIDELINES 
The uniform is required for all performances. When the band and color guard dress in uniform, 
we are to be in FULL uniform. Do not walk around with your jacket open, hat on backwards or 
with personal shoes on while in uniform. You are in FULL uniform or not at all. Directors will 
clarify exceptions to this policy. 
Each member will be checked out a jacket, pants, and shoes. The gauntlets, gloves, shako and 
plume will remain at school. Color Guard uniforms should be kept at home. 
 
You will take great care in how you store and handle the uniform when you aren’t wearing it. 
Your uniform should never be stored in your band locker. 
 
Please be “BAND READY” for all performance. 

● Hair is to be secured and pinned neatly under the hat 
● Jewelry and sunglasses ARE NOT ALLOWED (including color guard) 
● Any piercing that cannot be removed must be covered with a bandage 
● Excessive make-up is not permitted. No lipstick is to be worn with the exception of the 

color guard (which will match) 
● No profanity in uniform 
● No public displays of affection in uniform 
● No eating or drinking in uniform unless instructed by the directors 
● All neck straps should be black 
● Any uniforms left at school will result in your performance grade lowered ½ letter  

 
CONCERT BAND UNIFORM GUIDELINES 
New members of Wind Ensemble I and Wind Ensemble II will be fitted for concert uniforms; they 
are required by all members at all performances. 
 
Wind Symphony and Symphonic Band members provide their own concert uniforms.  
 
Option 1 in both groups: wear all black dress-clothes with a dressy sleeved top and 
slacks/pants. No jeans, no short skirts and no sleeveless tops. Jewelry should be minimal (if at 
all) and hair should be neat and styled. Shoes should be dressy-preferably a heel; no sandals 
please. 
 
Option 2 in Wind Symphony: wear black dress shoes (marching shoes are ok), black socks, 
black dress pants, a long-sleeve black dress shirt and a black necktie. 
 



Option 2 in Symphonic Band: wear black dress shoes (marching shoes are ok), black socks, 
black dress pants, a long-sleeve white dress shirt and a black necktie. 
 

 
 
 
LOCKER ROOM 
Please observe the following guidelines: 

● Stay in your assigned locker. 
● Always keep your instrument in your locker. 
● Store your case in your locker, even when you are using your instrument. 
● Keep a lock on your locker at all times.  Keep it locked. 
● Do not stand on the locker doors to get to other things.  
● Do not kick, deface, or “rough house” the locker doors.  
● Do not store food in your locker. 

The school is not responsible for theft or damage as a result of your failure to keep a lock on 
your personal belongings. 
 
 
MUSIC AND INSTRUMENT CARE 
Students are responsible for keeping and maintaining all school property assigned to them in 
the band. This includes sheet music, folders, instruments and uniforms. Loss, damage and/or 
replacement will be the responsibility of the student. 
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
We are a family about to embark on an amazing journey together.  Our ability to work together 
respectfully and maturely as well as the intensity of our work ethic will determine the success of 
our year.  Competition is not the focus of our work, but it is a part of our work.  We compete not 
to win, but to better ourselves towards achieving goals we never thought possible.  We define 
the word champion for ourselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

PARENTAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 
By signing the BAND HANDBOOK SIGNATURE PAGE you are agreeing to the 
following two disclosure statements. 
 
CHARMS 
I understand that access to the Charms program is voluntary for students and families 
and offers a benefit to participants in the band program at Amador Valley High School.  
 
I also understand the language currently present on the Charms website is not an 
accurate reflection of the position of AFM or PUSD regarding donations. All donations 
are voluntary, as is participation in fundraising activities.  
 
No child’s participation in band activities will be conditioned upon the payment of a fee 
or donation or upon participation in fundraising activities. 
 

 
 
CONFIDENTIAL HANDLING OF STUDENT HEALTH INFORMATION 
Parents/Guardians are asked to provide health information for their student at the 
beginning of each school year to assist us in caring for students while participating in 
Amador Valley High School Music Programs and Events.  
 
Our organization has taken reasonable precautions to supervise usage and to restrict 
unsupervised access to all such student health information. In the event of any 
immediate medical or physical needs of the student, the health information may be 
made available to District Cleared Volunteers responsible for the student.These District 
Cleared Volunteers have agreed to hold the personal and medical information of 
students and families confidential. 
 
I understand that my student’s health information may be available to District Cleared 
individuals who have responsibilities for my child and I hereby consent to the release of 
such information.  
 



 
 
 

BAND HANDBOOK SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN: I have read the handbook and understand my responsibilities and those 
of my student to the Amador Valley High School Music Department. 
 
STUDENT: I have read the handbook and understand my responsibilities to the Amador Valley 
High School Music Department. 
 
PLEASE TURN IN AT BAND REGISTRATION. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name PRINTED  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Name PRINTED  
 
 

If you have a sibling in the Amador band program you may submit one form for the family. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature (sibling) DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Name PRINTED (sibling)  
 


